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Dear Investors, Elected Officials and Community Partners, 
 

I am relatively certain that the distance between each Annual Meeting 

remains constant in terms of days and minutes but it certainly feels like 

time moves faster and faster with each year.  So here we are—gathered 

again to celebrate the accomplishments of the past twelve months. 
 

A consistent theme that reverberated as we internally reviewed the 

organization's accomplishments was, and will likely continue to be, 

Community Development. The Juniata River Blueprint Community    

project advanced forward while other community development groups 

sprang in to action—ReInvision Huntingdon, the Opportunities     

Showcase by Landmarks, Inc., Boomtown of Huntingdon, and County 

Branding Campaign by the PEP Marketing Committee, just to name a 

few.  
 

A move towards large impact projects—as we completed the calendar 

year for 2015 a number of large projects began to surface:  the Terrace 

Mountain Resort and Hawns Bridge Marina projects, the new tenant 

of the former FCI building—AC Products, Inc., and a few serious leads 

on filling other vacant buildings in the community.  We believe the   

recession is FINALLY coming to a close for Huntingdon County and are 

very excited about the job creation opportunities that are just around 

the corner.   
 

The most important part of everything we do is help businesses. Big, 

small or aspiring - we help them all. In the past 12 months, we spent a 

significant of time consulting existing businesses and aspiring             

entrepreneurs. Much of our work is helping our clients navigate all of 

the different programs that exist to help them and in doing so we made 

more than 50 referrals to partner agencies.  
 

None of our efforts would have been successful without the dedication 

of all of our partners. Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU!  

Sincerely,  
Amy Sheaffer Wise, CEcD  
Executive Director  



Happy Anniversary!  

ACCO Brands  

50 Years 

John B. Brown Funeral 

Home, Inc.  

150 Years  

Huntingdon  

Post Office  

100 Years 

John C. Yenter & Associates  

100 Years 

1986...The Year of the Merge 
Huntingdon County Business & Industry, Inc. filed its   

articles of incorporation as a 501c3 non-profit entity in 

1984.  At that time, area development corporations       

existed in Mount Union, Petersburg, Broad Top, and 

Southern Huntingdon.  Additionally HB&I, Huntingdon 

Business and Industry, who can trace its roots all the way 

back to 1912, also worked to serve the community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognizing that the county would be better served if all 

entities worked today, Joseph Biddle (President of HB&I) 

worked with Mike Keating (Executive Director of HCBI&) 

to bring all the development partners under one umbrella.  

 

Our organization as it exists today is the result of this 

proactive and visionary effort.  HCBI proudly serves all of 

Huntingdon County.  Thank you for your continued     

support of this organization!  

 





Fast Facts 
 

247 Hours: 28 Clients  

 

15 Meetings 

 

 

$428,412 :     

$1,028,412 

 

 

9 Milestone Events 

 
8.8%          7.1% 

 

#8 

 

418 People = 1 Job  

$1 .00            $3.43  

HCBI provided over 247 hours of         

consulting to 28 small businesses and 

aspiring entrepreneurs? 
 

HCBI staff met with our elected and      

appointed officials in person more 

than 15 times this year?  
 

Private matching funds leveraged for 

the $428,412 in loans processed this 

year    totaled over $1,028,412. 
 

HCBI staff celebrated 9 different major 

events with the business community 

this year:  4 milestone anniversaries 

and          5 Ribbon Cuttings.  
 

The Unemployment Rate in Huntingdon 

County dropped from 8.8% in 2014 to 

7.1% in 2015. 

 

That Huntingdon Borough is ranked the 

8th Best Small Town in the Northeast 

United State for Small Business?  

 

For every 418 people that visit             

Pennsylvania, 1 jobs is created.   And 

that for each $1 invested in tourism, 

$3.43 is generated in Tax Revenue.  
 

 

 

23  
   Clients 

 

Small to Medium Business 

Projects in this category are established          

businesses with 1 to 24 employees.  This 

group will seek assistance for project specific 

needs.   Examples can include capital, site 

and infrastructure, and workforce programs. 

16 Clients 

 

Aspiring Entrepreneurs  

More often than not, each of these clients will 

take about one hour of staff time to get them 

started in the process.   The next step is     

typically a referral to the Small Business      

Development Center for business planning 

Big Projects  

This group includes projects that will   

create or retain at least 50 jobs, many of 

these projects have the potential to create 

200 jobs+ per project.  They are typically long 

term in nature.   

9 Clients 

147 

Counseling Hours  

41 
Counseling  

Hours 

59 
Counseling Hours 





TERRACE MOUNTAIN RESORT & HAWNS BRIDGE MARINA  
 

¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ wŜǎƻǊǘ and Iŀǿƴǎ 

.ǊƛŘƎŜ aŀǊƛƴŀ are two separate yet           

interconnected projects proposed by        

developer Rod Roberts of Austin, Texas.  
 

     The resort portion of the proposed project could include: 

§ 150 to 300 Hotel Rooms 

§ Conference Events Facilities 

§ Recreation Amenities: Hike/Bike/Walk Trails, Spa Facility Indoor/

Outdoor Pool  

 

     The Hawns Bridge Marina proposed project could include: 

§ 150 Boat Slips  

§ Environmental  

Learning and Nature 

Center 

§ Restaurant(s) 

§ Camping areas,     

including Primitive 

and Glamorous  

Benefits of the Projects: 

ß Tax Revenue 

ß Job Creation 

ß Access to the Lake from the Eastern Side 

ß Environmentally Sensitive Design  

ß Larger Venue for Large Events 

ß Year-Round Accommodations at the Lake  

ß Convention and Group Business Travel 



Three local communities took advantage of a unique opportunity to            

participate in the Federal Home Loan Bank of PittsburghΩs Blueprint          

Community Program.  The Juniata River Blueprint Community is comprised of 

Mapleton & Mount Union Boroughs as well as Shirley Township.  Core Areas 

for Improvement are: 

¶ 21st Century Oriented Business Economy 

¶ Safe Neighborhoods with Affordable Housing 

¶ A Well-Defined, Positive Community Image 

¶ A Highly Desirable Place to Live 

¶ Excellent Education and a Well-Trained Workforce 

¶ Modernized Infrastructure with Available Capacity 

¶ Engaged Residents & Political Leaders with a Common Vision  

 

Pennsylvania Downtown Center Director Bill Fontana explains that the      

program is άsimilar to what city planners learn in graduate classέ but we did it 

in ten one-day training sessions over the course of a year.  It was intense!   
 

The final plan is all but ready and the Core Team looks forward to working 

with the Community on implementing the work strategy over the course of 

the next five years. 

 

 -This group seeks to promote the businesses in Huntingdon Borough 

through partnering with the owners, community leaders, community-

minded organizations and patrons in developing effective strategies 

to make Huntingdon Borough more attractive for commerce.   

-The Huntingdon Boomtown group anticipates serving as a melting 

pot for ideas that can be refined into proposed solutions which can 

be advanced through effort of the group in cooperation with their 

partners.   

-The Boomtown group has already hosted a downtown merchants 

cleanup, and hope in the future to hold more events such as a beer 

and wine festival in downtown Huntingdon. 

-Reinvision Huntingdon is an independent group of activists seeking 

community input to enrich Huntingdon. Through participatory 

events, they hope to inspire revitalization.  

-This initiative has hosted multiple community meetings asking  

volunteers to share ideas on how to revitalize our downtown and 

share their vision for HuntingdonΩs future. 

-So far, Reinvision Huntingdon in partnership with the Huntingdon 

Community Center, has successfully started a Community Food  

Garden.  All the food grown will go back to local food banks or 

churches holding dinners for the public.   



Are you interested in getting involved with HCBI?  

The County s Partnership for Economic Progress (PEP) Marketing 

Committee has been hosting Community Strengths Workshops  over 

the last year.  These meetings bring together community leaders to 

gather information that will be used to develop uni°ed messages for 

businesses and organizations to use when promoting the county.  

Our ultimate goal is to maintain as well as enhance economic and 

lifestyle opportunities available to us.  

The next step in the process is to go back to the community and 

present the three diīerent brand concepts.  By the time we are 

done, the county will have a uni°ed marketing message.   

Branding the County  

Manufacturing is set to return to the former FCI  

building as early as First Quarter of 2017! HCBI is  

pleased to welcome AC Products, Inc. of The Colony, Tx  

to Riverview Business Center  

the next three years. Welcome! 

The project is expected to create 200 to 400 jobs over 



 

2018 Class Year  
Dr. Lauren Bowen, Juniata College 

    David Donnelly, Donnelly Orchard 
Melissa Foster, Cisney & OõDonnell Inc.  

Steve Miller, Shaner Investment Corporation  
David Gardner, Huntingdon County Board of Realtors 

Randy Carper, Carperõs Concessions 
Clay McMath, Brown & Walters Insurance Co. 

2016 Class Year  
Jerry Donaldson, First National Bank 

Jay R. Muir, Jay R. Muir Agency 
Tracey Cook, Mutual Benefit Group 

Gregg Peachey, ACCO Brands 
Mr. Larry Burger, Kish Bank  

2017 Class Year  
David Christopher, Juniata Valley School District 

Cory Sisto, IFC Services, Inc. 
Brian Wiser, Keller Engineers, Inc. 

Helen Pyzowski, Huntingdon County CareerLink 
Paul Geist, Huntingdon Fiberglass Products 
Leslie Winnick, Woodland Retirement Center 

Advisers  
 

Jim Frank, Congressman Shusterõs Office 
Mike Glazer, Congressman Thompsonõs Office 
John Breneman, Senator Cormanõs Office 
Michelle Ivory, Senator Eichelbergerõs Office  
Keith Black, Representative Irvinõs Office 

Lawrence L. Newton, Attorney-at-Law  
Courtney Lang, CPA Associates 

David Scott, Young, Oakes, Brown, and Company, CPA  

HCBI Board of Directors  

President ~ David Donnelly 
 

Vice President ~ Randy Carper 
 

Secretary ~  Gregg Peachey 

Treasurer ~ Tracey Cook  

Huntingdon County Commissioners  
Mr. Mark Sather 
Mr. Scott Walls  

Mr. Jeffrey Thomas  

 
 

Executive Director 

Amy Wise, CEcD  

Our Staff 

Director of  
Business Outreach 

 

Eden Addis  

Operations Manager 

Chelcee Kyle  

Spring Intern 

Megan Shuggarts  

Summer Intern 

Abby Abbott -Watkins  



 

Are you interested in getting involved with HCBI?  

Committee Meetings are the life blood of project management.  The majority of decisions 

are dissected at this level.  We welcome experience from all sectors of the economy. 

Committees are comprised of HCBI members which meet one time a month for               

one or two hours at our HCBI office. 

Business Development Committee 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ wŜǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ōŀǎŜΤ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ƴŜǿ Ƨƻō        
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎΤ  ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎκǘƻƻƭǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜȄπ
ƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǊƪΣ wƛǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

Mr. David Gardner, Chairman 

Denny Cisney, Jr. Cisney & OõDonnell Inc.  Rick Walker, Topõs Diner  

Scott Burnett, Car Care    Ron Enyeart, Johnnyõs Bar  

Laura Hick, Hunt. Co. Career & Tech Center   Tim Schrack, Schrack Realty  

Don Trego, F&M Trust Company   Jessica Sheets, Mountain Research 

Helen Pyzowski, Huntingdon Careerlink    Joyce Ritchey, F&M Trust Company 

Ed Stoddard, Hunt. Co. Visitorõs Bureau     

Economic Infrastructure Committee 

Mission: Promote the development of the infrastructure necessary to enable the   
development and/or expansion of job creating enterprises. The committee is          

responsible for the development of  influential relationships with elected officials, 
policy makers, key bureaucrats) and business decision-makers/advocates. 

Mr. Jay Muir, Chair       

      Keith Black. Rep. Richard Irvinõs Office         Andy Cipar, Jack M. Shuck Agency  

                   Jeffrey Thomas, Huntingdon Co. Commissioner     Bill Hoover, B&D Acres 

           Mark Sather, Huntingdon Co. Commissioner    Brian Wiser, Keller Engineers  

       Scott Walls, Huntingdon Co. Commissioner   Brandon Carson, SAPDC    

                 Mark Colussy, Hunt. Co. Planning Director  Cory Sisto, IFC Services 

Ways & Means Committee 
Responsible for oversight of all HCBI financial operations including development of 
annual budgets, monthly monitoring of income and  expenditures and developing 
recommendations that will increase operating income and/or reduce operating  

Mr. Larry Burger, Chairman 

Jerry Donaldson. First National Bank   Larry Closz, Retired  

Megan Wallet, J.C. Blair Memorial Hospital  Courtney Lang, CPA Associates 

Steve Carper, Park Audio & Security    Ed Harry, Orbisonia TrueValue  

 

 
Business Development Committee - мǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ оǇƳ 

Economic Infrastructure Committee  - мǎǘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ оǇƳ 

Executive Committee - оǊŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ оǇƳ 

Loan Review Committee - нƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ уΥол ŀƳ 

Investment Committee -  мǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ уΥолŀƳ 

Ways & Means Committee -  нƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ Ϫ оΥолǇƳ 

Investment Committee 

Mission:  Recruit investments from businesses and individuals for the                 
perpetuation, growth and staffing of HCBI as well as plan annual events of the 

organization. The committee also recruits individuals to sit as officers, commit-
tee members and board membership.  

Ms. Tracey Cook, Chair 

John Cook, The Daily News   Dr. Laruen Bowen, Juniata College 

Joyce Ritchey, F&M Trust Company  Cliff Beaver, Carriage House Insurance 

Leslie Winnick, Woodland Retirement Center 

Loan Review Committee 
Mission: to oversee the processes of application, awarding and monitoring of local     
revolving loan funds and other programs as established by the Department of      
Community and Economic Development Certification.  

Mr. Randy Carper, Chair 

Larry Burger. Kish Bank    Andy Cipar, Jack M. Shuck Agency   

Dan Nead, Community State Bank of Orbisonia  Jim Reeves, Entrepreneur  

Scott Ulrich, Mutual Benefit Group   Harry Stroup, CPA Associates  

Robin Binder-Heath, Attorney at Law    Brian Wiser, Keller Engineers, Inc.   

Mark Colussy, Planning Director, Ex-Officio Member   

Executive Committee 
Mission: To exercise oversight and provide guidance to all committees and staff,  
focus on determining the level of progress being made toward attaining various  

metrics, which is determined to be of highest priority/importance to the HCBI 
Board, and adjusting action plans as necessary to achieve the mission, goals and 

objectives of HCBI. Also, responsible for governance policies such as the bylaws and 

 Mr. David Donnelly, President/Chair     

 Randy Carper . Vice President   & Loan Review Chairman           Tracey Cook, Treasurer, Investment 

Chair 

 Gregg Peachey, Secretary    Jay Muir, Economic Infrastructure 

Chair 

   Larry Burger, Way and Means Chair        David Gardner, Development 



Thank 

you to  

all our 

partners  

who 

helped 

us  

attain 

our 

goals! 


